GENERAL TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION:

Plane or Train arrival to Zurich

• Zurich airport – http://www.zurich-airport.com/

• Swiss railway system – http://www.sbb.ch/

From Zurich airport (north of Zurich just outside the city), it is convenient to take a train to Zurich main station (“Zurich Hauptbahnhof” or “Zurich HB”). The train is located just under the airport, so quite convenient.  From the main train station, you can exit the train station, and on two sides of the train station – directly out of the front of the train station, and around the corner to the left of the main entrance – you will find tram stops, with trams going two directions, on either side of the street.  In either case, you need to be on the opposite side of the street as the train, to pick up the direction that you will be going in.  My recommendation is to go to the tram stop that is on the side of the main train station entrance, to take the 14 tram, going in the direction of ‘Seebach’, which has a stop called ‘Milchbuck’.  This will eventually lead to a tram stop called ‘Milchbuck’, where the hotel Coronado (where you are staying) as well as the Irchel campus of the University of Zürich (where the meeting takes place) are.    If you end up in front of a tram stop that has a Tram 10, this is also ok, as long as you are going in the direction of a stop called ‘Milchbuck’, ‘Irchel’, or “Bahnhof Oerlikon” .

Rather new, is the ability now to take the TRAM 10 from the airport to the area around the University, and to the downtown area (main train station).  It is very convenient, just follow the information signs to the place that it comes in (go to the main shopping area of the train station, and then go up one level).  In particular, this Tram 10 has a stop just across the street from the Coronado Hotel, where you will be staying, and is also the main stop in front of the Irchel campus, University of Zürich, where we are located.  The tram stop is called Milchbuch. 

Tram Tickets:  from the airport to the city/hotel the following options are recommended by tony:

- single trip, find the button 'city' or type the post code '8057' of the hotel,

  you should get a 3-zone ticket at a price of CHF 6.20, validity 1 hr

- day pass (Tageskarte) for 3 zones at a price of CHF 12.40, validity 24 hrs

- traveling time with tram 10: approx. 20 min
If you just do not want to bother with trams, trains, etc., then grab a taxi.  The ride will cost a lot more (20-590 CHF, depending on the exact hotel destination, vs 3-4 CHF on the tram), and could take longer than trams/trains.

The best way to move within Zurich is public transport. For more information, please see this web page:

http://www.zvv.ch/

We recommend that you buy a day pass for Zone 10 (city of Zurich), which costs CHF 7.60, and can be obtained from any ticket machine or ticket office, and is valid for 24 hours within the city of Zurich on all trams, busses, trains, as well as a few ships. It is also available at most hotels.

Some possibilities that could be on your path if you are staying over the weekend:

Switzerland offers a large selection of things to do and see. Below lists some possibilities for you to consider, as well as some links that you can browse to consider your own ideas.  Everything in Switzerland is really accessible by train, tram, boat, or bus.  Basel is only a short 1 hour trip, and you can see a lovely quaint old town; same for several other quaint places (Brünnen is only 1 hour, and sits on a lake – just near Brünnen is a traditional Swiss village where one can see many traditional Swiss activities being done in the old style and old architecture).  The train excursion is just breath-taking.

LOCAL TOURS: Zürich proper is actually quite walkable, and even after 5 years I never get tired of walking along the water in the older part of the city.  At the main train station, one can walk down the ‘famous’ Bahnhofstrasse, which is quite interesting, and ends at the main part of the lake.  One can also walk in the ‘Neiderdorf’, which is on the other side of the Limat Quai (the part of the river that flows into the main lake, that parallels the Bahnhofstrasse.).   This is also very quaint, with cobblestone winding pathways through it that you can stroll through.  There are many different things to stop and look at, and many restaurants, small coffee shops, etc., to see.  One can also walk an enormously long distance along the lake on either side  - there is a very long promenade.  At the main bridge, you can catch any number of little to long boat excursions along the lake. Very nice in the summer months!  

Don’t forget to visit the famous Sprüngli chocolate store on the Bahnhofstrasse (
One can also visit the Lindt Chocolate factory that is on one side of the lake not too far from the central part of Zürich


http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&client=safari&rls=en-us&um=1&ie=UTF-8&q=Zürich+Lindt+chocolate&fb=1&split=1&ei=OWK2SbewKs-J_gaQi8izCw&sa=X&oi=local_group&resnum=1&ct=image
NICE LOCAL Walking Tour you can make by yourself:

Walking along Rämistrasse near the old University that overlooks the city:

- ETH main building and view over Zurich from the ETH terasse

- UZH main building [*]


- Check out the cool Calatrava Law library at Raemistr. 74 – in fact, there are several buildings designed by him here. (http://www.greatbuildings.com/architects/Santiago_Calatrava.html)
- Rechberg Park

- Spiegelgasse 12 (http://www.tripwolf.com/en/guide/show/147929/Switzerland/Zurich/Spiegelgasse)
- Upper part of Niederdorf

- Grossmünster [*]

- Fraumünster [*]

- Paradeplatz and Bahnhofstrasse

- St. Peter

- Roman baths – if you meander through the old city on the Bahnhof side of the Limmat, you will find a couple of alcoves where they have framed the ruins of the old architecture into the walls and floors.  
OTHER POSSIBILITIES:

(Roman Baths and medieval villages:   http://www.highbeam.com/doc/1P2-8119642.html
(Visit a traditional Swiss Alpine Village - Ballenberg, a open air museum, where they brought old houses from all over the country, have various traditional craft, cheese, and other things you can watch. It is relatively close to Interlaken on the right bank of the Brienzersee.

http://www.ballenberg.ch/en/Welcome

(Mt Rigi – famous mountain that is quite easy to go to see:

http://www.rigi.ch/en/welcome.cfm
GOLDEN ROUNDTRIP: This is a beautiful train/boat/cable car/gondola all-in-one adventure to see Switzerland! It is very reasonably priced. Phil and Mason give it high ratings!  [http://www.city-discovery.com/zurich/         look for: Pilatus from Zurich - The Golden Roundtrip]   

Schaffhausen:  Great little town to stay in for a night.  We stayed once right on the lake at the edge of the old town.  You can rent bikes, walk the little old town, see the waterfalls (spectacular hike along the river and a great site to see, with a nice restaurant that overlooks the falls).  There are also a couple of B&B there.

WINTERTHUR Garden, Enchanted Woods, and Touch-It Room (great for families):

http://www.winterthur.org/special_programs/for_families.asp.

Also, the science technorama:  

http://www.technorama.ch/index.php?id=2&L=1
MUSEUMS: For museum junkies, there is an enormous selection in Zurich to enjoy

[http://www.talkingcities.co.uk/zurich_pages/sights_museums.htm], but also in Basel

[http://www.museenbasel.ch/en/index.php], which is just a short 1 hour train ride away (also a very quaint old city on the Rhine to stroll through!).

CHOCOLATE FACTORY: Visit a chocolate factory located about a 1 hour travel time from Zurich:  

[http://www.aeschbach-chocolatier.ch].

FOOD:  Zürich (and Switzerland in general) is an excellent place to find many different types of cuisine, including some of the traditional Swiss foods.   There are also many many little bakeries, that are quit unlike anything in the states, and are filled with many little treats that you should try!  There are two main grocery stores – COOP and Migros, and something unlike the states, the cost for things does not vary much from one place to the other, even if you were to go to the airport or train station version of these markets.  There are also quite a few farmers markets to enjoy!  When you come into the airport, there is a full shopping level where there is quite a large grocery store, and several places to eat, and in principle you can stop here before going down one more level to the train, or if you choose to just grab a taxi (When you come out of the luggage area and go outside, you will see the taxi stand, and across that road is the shopping area and the train accessibility), or tram (There is now a tram on the upper level of the airport, also in the direction of the shopping and train, that will take you to the main tram lines in the heart of Zurich. There is also access from inside if you look at the signs and follow the route to the train (SBB) or other signs. 

RESTAURANTS:

There is just about every cuisine imaginable in Zürich (!)   There is now a lot of expertise the institute, so be sure to ask if you have some preference.  Some suggestions:

Hiltl:  Sihlstrasse 28

Kronenhalle:  Rämistrasse 4

Linde Oberstrasse (pub) :  Universitätstrasse 91 

Zeughauskeller:  Bahnhofstrasse 28

Movie restaurant:  Beatenplatz 4

Barfüsser (sushi):  Spitalgasse 14

Rollis (great steak):  Schaffhauserstrasse 352 

Lake Side:  Bellerivestrasse 170

Wirtschaft Neumarkt:  Neumarkt 5

More info: http://www.seetheglobe.com/modules/news/article.php?storyid=1166

