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Guidelines Master’s Theses “Chemistry” 
 

 
Based on the official study regulations, this document outlines the internal guidelines for arranging a 

suitable project as well as conducting and completing a Master’s thesis within the study program of 

“Chemistry”. 

 

Admission requirements: 

Prerequisite for beginning a Master's thesis is the completion of the Bachelor's degree! Prior 

to the start of a Master's thesis, students must have completed their Bachelor's degree and be 

formally enrolled in the Master’s program. For students with an external Bachelor’s degree, all 

defined additional requirements from lab courses must also be fulfilled beforehand. 

Module information: 

The Master’s thesis is an independent scientific research project with a duration of 9 months (full-

time), including the time required for writing the thesis. Further details (on the module and its 

execution modalities) are available in the module description for CHE 420 in the lecture catalogue 

and in the StudentAdmin system (https://studentadmin.mnf.uzh.ch/). 

Thesis project arrangement: 

Master's theses are typically conducted within the Department of Chemistry. To arrange a thesis 

project, students should contact a group leader directly, discuss potential topics, and agree on a 

timeline. There is no entitlement to work in a specific research group or under a particular supervisor. 

External Master's theses: 

Conducting a Master’s thesis outside the Department of Chemistry is only possible with prior 

approval by a group leader from the Department of Chemistry, and internal supervision must 

be arranged before finalizing the project with the external institution. 

Important: There is no entitlement to complete a thesis externally.  

To propose an external project, the following procedure must be followed: 

1) The student presents a project idea and the potential collaboration to a group leader in the 

Department of Chemistry.  

2) If the project is considered suitable and the group leader agrees to act as internal supervisor, 

planning may proceed.  

3) The external and internal supervisors must jointly finalize the project’s content, objectives, and 

timeline.  

All external theses must comply with the Faculty’s regulations and the Department’s guidelines. 

Paid positions cannot be used to fulfill the Master's thesis requirement. 
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Start and registration: 

Before beginning the project, the Master’s thesis must be officially registered via the StudentAdmin 

system (https://studentadmin.mnf.uzh.ch/).  

All thesis-related details (including deadlines, planned absences, part-time arrangements, and 

external collaboration/supervision) must be documented in the Agreement within the StudentAdmin 

system. The kickoff meeting and midterm presentation have to be arranged with the supervising 

group leader of the Department of Chemistry (in particular for external projects). The completion of 

the midterm meeting has to be confirmed in the StudentAdmin system.  

Submission and deadline: 

For official submission, the final version of the thesis must be uploaded to the StudentAdmin system 

by the deadline specified in the Agreement. Late submission will negatively affect the grade of 

the module.  

Additional submission (e.g., printed copies or email versions for the supervisors) should be arranged 

directly with the supervising group leader. 

Evaluation and defense: 

The thesis is evaluated and graded by the direct supervisor and the responsible group leader. In the 

case of collaborative or external projects, all participating supervisors must be involved in the 

evaluation process.  

The date for the Master’s thesis defense is arranged directly between the student and the responsible 

group leader of the Department of Chemistry. This also applies to external theses! 

For submission of the grade use the evaluation form provided on the website of the Department. 

(https://www.chem.uzh.ch/en/Studium_EN/formulare.html)  

 

Master’s exam: 

Details on the organization, preparation, and conduct of the Master’s exam can be found in the 

“Guidelines Master’s exam” on the website of the Department. 

(https://www.chem.uzh.ch/en/Studium_EN/formulare.html)  

After submission of the Master's thesis, a preparation period of at least 4-6 weeks is 
recommended for the exam. 

 

As stipulated in the regulations, the defense of the Master's thesis and the Master’s exam 

take place on different days. 

 

 

Prof. Sandra Luber 

Head of Teaching 


