
Albert Eschenmoser was born in Erst-
feld (Uri), Switzerland, and received 
his Dipl.sc.nat. and D.Sci. from the 
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology 
(ETH), where he became lecturer in 
Organic Chemistry in 1956, associate 
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Benjamin Franklin Medal in Chemis-
try. 
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professor in 1960, and full professor 
of Organic Chemistry in 1965.

Professor Eschenmoser has made 
many substantial research contri-
butions in organic and bioorganic 
chemistry.  His research on terpenes 
and his proposal of squalene cycl-
ization to form lanosterol improved 
insights into steriod biosynthesis.  In 
the early 1960’s, he began work on 
what was the most complex natu-
ral product synthesized to date – 
Vitamin B12. In general, his many 
years working on the elucidation of 
natural products, stereochemistry 
and mechanism of bioorganic re-
actions, development of new syn-
thetic methods, and chemical etiol-
ogy of nucleic acid structure, have 
delineated several landmarks in the 
history of organic chemistry.

Professor Eschenmoser is a mem-
ber of the German Academy Leo-
poldina, Academia Europaea and 
Pontifical Academy. He is foreign 
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